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WIE'17: GENDER SCHEMA AND ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN ENGINEERING.

Here's a report on the seminar we hosted today 20th May, 2017.

The aim of the event was to open our eyes to see the gender schema (i.e the statistics, the ratio of men to females in our chosen career paths). And also to help us understand that the schema is not in itself the problem, rather its a question of whether we are ready to take up the task, and out do ourselves.

BISOLA KUKU
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Mrs Kuku, one of our three speakers gave a very interesting talk, that covered; her work-life balance, her social life, personal achievements, finding mentors, being a working mum, what the Nigerian culture has taught us, developing confidence, being enthusiastic etc. It was a very interactive session, she entertained a lot of questions, gave answers, left us with encouraging words and of course also inspired us. Something Mrs kuku shared, that we won't forget soon: A woman can have it all, but not necessarily at the same time.  

MARIA ROTILU
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This session was especially interesting, as Mrs Rotilu even gave us relationship tips. She started off by telling us about Uber, she shared her story with us, the challenges she faced and how she kept moving, 
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she talked to us about how her failures only pushed her further, she entertained a lot of questions, and gave us some success tips. Some of them include; Nobody will believe in you, if you don't believe in yourself: it's in the mind! Whatever goes on in the mind reflects in reality: Nobody validates you, but yourself. We discussed about dealing with low self esteem as well as building confidence.

PATIENCE ENAHORO
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Our major highlight from her session was the BigDreamChallenge, in which six individuals won IEEE membership slots, to be funded by her, this indeed was an awesome experience for the winners. She told us about IEEE as a body and how they have been supporting women. She also shared the benefits we stand to gain from joining IEEE. She shared with us the importance of networking, and why it is important to be surrounded by the right set of people. Finally she shared two poems with us; A dollar and some ambition, and Thinking by Walter D. Wintle. These poems she said helped her through her challenging times in her career. 

We are very grateful to everyone that has supported us, in cash and in kind. We deeply appreciate all our speakers for making out time to hang out with us. And we pray that God continues to bless everyone that made this event a success.
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Find below comments from some of the attendees;
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· It made me know that as a woman I can achieve anything I set my mind to do(positive things) and it has made me to think big about my goals and ambition and also, how to contribute my quarter in moving the society forward. I Want to thank the organizers for a job well done cause it takes a lot to organize or set up motivational seminars like this I pray God gives you all the strength and finance to continue with such good work and may God bless you all abundantly.
· First of all, I would love to say a big thank you to the organizers of the program, it was a huge success. I learnt to set my priorities right and how to stay motivated throughout the journey. I hope to attend more of such program
· The event was a success in all ramifications. The speakers were inspiring and educative… I could relate with the fact that women can multitask and can also perform excellently.
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· The event was an eye-opener into the different ways young female Engineers are challenged to make their success in the industry laudable despite their number. They showed to us there is much influence wielded by a healthy, intelligent effort than by majority.
· The program inspired me to chase my dreams passionately and never give up on them because nothing is impossible. I am not limited because I'm female, I can achieve whatever my male counterparts can and even far better if I put in my best and believe I can.
· I really gained a lot I got answers to questions I have been pondering and a lot of advice. I was really inspired and challenged to be the best I can be and even be two or three times better than my male counterparts. I also learned that it’s OK to fail but I should pick myself up and gain from the experience and every day, I should try to meet up with my goals. I could relate with a lot of the challenges they also faced. I want to say a big thank you to the organizers and I look forward to more of such programs.
· The event was just all I needed to break out of my shell, it was really inspiring because all the speakers had something to say to motivate and also enlighten me. I say big thumbs up to WIE!
· The program really inspired me by helping me to see beyond the limits I have set in my mind as to how far I can go as a female Engineer. I could relate with the everyday challenges we face as female engineers as highlighted by the speakers. The organizers did a very wonderful job. I was really impressed as I wasn't expecting the program to turn out that motivating and inspiring.
· Uplifting and inspiring. Great to see young women in the engineering field we aspire to join encourage us to be US.
· It was an amazing program. I gained so much hearing from women who have made it having passed through what we are passing through as students. Was also great to know they're real women with real women problems. Was amazing and I hoped the organizers continue to keep it up!
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